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OBIT John Van Kuren "Scarsdale Jack" Newkirk. Born in New York City, New York on November 15,1913.
His first job was as a copy boy for the New York Times. He joined the United States Army as an Infantry
Lieutenant. He served for 3 years. He left the Army and joined the United States Navy. He went to flight
school becoming a Navy pilot serving on the U.S.S. Yorktown. In 1941 he resigned his commission at
age 27 and joined the American Volunteer Group in Burma. The American Volunteer Group was known
as "The Flying Tigers". He was placed in command of the 2nd Pursuit Squadron "Panda Bears" as
Squadron Leader. He lead the 2nd Pursuit Squadron on missions over the famous Burma Road and
many missions over China. In 1942 when leading a mission on Lamphun Thailand he was shot down
and killed in action. John "Scarsdale Jack" Newkirk and all the members of the "Flying Tigers" where the
vanguard of America's fight for freedom in Asia.

Age 0 — Birth
15 Oct 1913 • Scarsdale, NY

Age 22 — Military
4 Jun 1936 • enlisted ARMY at Yonkers, New York

Age 28 — Death
24 March 1942 • KIA near Chiang Mai,
Thailand
body not recovered; wreckage located near
Lamphun NOV 1992

Burial
1944 • memorial only Scarsdale NY
20037604
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John van Kuren Newkirk
1913–1942
BIRTH 15 OCT 1913 • Scarsdale, NY
DEATH 24 MARCH 1942 • KIA near Chiang Mai, Thailand
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